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PREFACE 
 
The Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, an initiative of the Government of India was conceptualized to celebrate and commemorate 
75 years of progressive India and the glorious history of its people, culture, and achievements. This is an intensive, country 
wide campaign which focuses on citizen participation, to be converted into a ‘Janandolan’, where small changes, at the local 
level, will add up to significant national gains. The Mahotsav was launched on March 12, 2021, with a freedom march 
(padayatra) from Sabarmati Ashram in Gujarat flagged off by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi.  
 
 The Central Zoo Authority (CZA), to complement the activities of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav initiated a massive 
conservation outreach campaign ‘Conservation to Co-existence: the people connect’. This campaign aims to showcase 75 
native, conservation priority species in 75 zoos of India during the 75 weeks of the celebration. Species representing different 
biogeographic zones of the country (Species-in-Focus) and corresponding zoos (Zoo-in-Focus) were identified for undertaking 
outreach activities.  
 
 Each week, outreach activities highlighting the conservation importance of the Species-in-Focus were taken up by the 
Zoo-in-Focus. The rich history and accomplishments of the respective zoos were featured through in-person and virtual 
activities. The aim being to sensitize people about wildlife conservation efforts in India to promote a harmonious co-existence. 
Scientific institutions, NGO’s and civil society organizations were involved in organizing and conducting the outreach 
activities facilitating ‘Citizen Participation’ or ‘Jan Bhagidari’. During each week, an expert talk was organised by CZA and 
streamed on YouTube providing information about the species and zoo-in-focus.  
 
 This compendium condenses over 1000 hours of the conservation outreach journey in a narrative that celebrates 
India’s rich biodiversity while offering a tour d’horizon of the first 25 weeks of outreach activities.  
 
 We hope you enjoy this visual tour as much as our team has enjoyed compiling this book. 

 

  
Dr Satya Prakash Yadav,  

Member Secretary-CZA  
& Editorial Team,  

Central Zoo Authority 
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AZADI KA AMRIT MAHOTSAV
#75SPECIES75ZOOS

VOLUME 1 
March 15th 2021 to September 5th 2021

Week Species in Focus Zoo in Focus

1 Asian Elephant Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Udyan and Zoo, Mumbai

2 Rusty-spotted Cat Sanjay Gandhi National Park and Zoo, Mumbai

3 Indian Giant Squirrel
Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park and Wildlife Research Center, 
Maharashtra

4 Gaur Bondla Zoo, Goa

5 Malabar Grey Hornbill State Museum and Zoo, Thrissur, Kerala

6 Four-horned Antelope Kakatiya Zoological Park, Warangal, Telengana

7 Lion-tailed Macaque Arignar Anna Zoological Park, Chennai, Tamil Nadu

8 Nilgiri Langur Thiruvananthapuram Zoo, Kerala

9 Indian Chevrotain Nehru Zoological Park, Hyderabad, Telengana

10 Grey Slender Loris Sri Chamarajendra Zoological Gardens, Mysuru, Karnataka

11 King Cobra Pilikula Biological Park, Mangalore, Karnataka

12 Bengal Tiger
Balasaheb Thackeray Gorewada International Zoological Park, 
Nagpur, Maharashtra

13 Grey Junglefowl Sri Venkateswara Zoological Park, Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh

14 Dhole Indira Gandhi Zoological Park, Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh

15 Wild Water Buffalo Nandanvan Jungle Safari, Chhattisgarh

16 Malabar Banded Swallowtail Bannerghata Biological Park, Bengaluru, Karnataka

17 Swamp Deer Van Vihar National Park and Zoo, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh

18 Indian Pangolin Nandankanan Biological Park, Odisha

19 Sloth Bear Bhagwan Birsa Biological Park, Ranchi, Jharkhand

20 Blackbuck Tata Steel Zoological Park, Jamshedpur

21 Chinkara Machia Biological Park, Jodhpur, Rajasthan

22 Indian Wolf Nahargarh Biological Park, Jaipur, Rajasthan

23 Indian Crested Porcupine Sajjangarh Biological Park, Udaipur, Rajasthan

24 Striped Hyena Kota Zoo, Rajasthan

25 Pythons Rajkot Municipal Zoo, Rajkot, Gujarat
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Week 1 of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav began with an invocation of Lord Ganesha who 

symbolizes a connection between nature (elephant), culture (man), and knowledge (elephant), 

and salutation to the Asian Elephant (Elephas maximus)  at the Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Udyan 

and Zoo, Mumbai. The zoo, also fondly called Ranibag by Mumbaikars is well known for its 

historical legacy and a treasure trove of trees both native and the famous African Baobab 

and near-natural environment. The week commenced with a mega-event and delegates from 

various walks of life interacted with the media and audience. The inaugural showcased the zoo’s 

5G idea -Great Green Grass Gentle Giant which was an Elephant silhouette made out of the 

grass.  A rainbow Elephant was painted by differently-abled young artists from Dr. Sumeet Patil’s 

Shreerang Charitable Trust using ‘Rang Gandha; colors that can be distinguished based on their 

smell’. The week’s activities included various contests and workshops for children such as clay 

modeling, elephant origami workshop, t-shirt painting, logo designing, etc.

“Ecosystems that are, systematic, self-regulatory, 
self-controlled laws of nature are akin to God” 

- Sadguru Shri Vamanrao Pai, 
Eminent philosopher

“
”
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WEEK 1
ASIAN ELEPHANT

Elephas maximus

Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Udyan and Zoo, Mumbai
© Alex-azabache

March 15 to March 21, 2021
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Distribution range: Its distribution is spread across the Indian subcontinent in the states of 

Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal 

and along the Himalayan foothills in the states of Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand. In the North-

East they are discontinuously distributed in Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, foothills of Nagaland and 

Meghalaya.

Habitat: Elephants are generalists as they can thrive in a variety of environments as they do not 

have a fixed food habit. They thrive in areas such as mixed deciduous and evergreen forests, 

scrub, floodplains and grassland.

Communication: They use different kinds of vocalizations to communicate such as tummy 

rumbles, low chirps, roars and loud trumpets. Each vocalization has its significance, while roars 

and loud trumpets are used to demonstrate aggression or disturbance, tummy rumbles and low 

chirps have been recorded when the elephant has been confused or alarmed. They also use 

infrasonic calls that are not perceivable by the human ear.

Diet: Elephants eat a large amount of food for nourishment and have adapted to being both 

browsers and grazers

Priority status: The Asian Elephant has not been identified for ex-situ conservation practices.

Presence in Zoos: It is housed in 21 zoos across India

VEERMATA JIJABAI BHONSALE UDYAN AND ZOO, 

MUMBAI

Location: The zoo is located in Mumbai, Maharashtra and is locally known as the Byculla Zoo.

Establishment: It is a medium category Zoo established in 1962 and is operated currently by 

the Municipal Commissioner of the Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai. 

Information: It is the oldest public garden of Mumbai and was named after Jijabai; the mother 

of Shivaji Bhonsale I, the first Maratha warrior popularly known as Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. 

[Hence, the name Veer mata i.e., Mother of the Brave] 

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Endangered

ASIAN ELEPHANT
Elephas maximus
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Week 2 featured the ‘Rusty-spotted Cat  (Prionailurus rubiginosus) one of the cat family’s 

smallest members, of which historical records are known only from India and Sri Lanka and 

Leopard (Panthera pardus) an icon of the co-existence initiatives in urban landscapes as the 

species in focus and the Sanjay Gandhi National Park and Zoo, Mumbai as the zoo in focus. The 

Sanjay Gandhi National park and Zoo offers a natural oasis in the midst of a bustling city. The 

zoo organized talks by conservationists, media personnel, and veterinarians around the species 

in focus, the role of citizen science, ecological science, and human-wildlife conflict. Apart from 

the talks, the visitors were taken on guided nature trails following which sessions were conducted 

to create awareness about the natural history of the species in focus. The Sanjay Gandhi National 

Park and Zoo are actively involved in mitigating conflict situations and have a unique trained 

team of professionals who attend to rescue calls in Mumbai city and surroundings. Program 

participants got to interact with the team and engage with the leopard rescue team.

Save the jungle O’ good people 
For like our village playground, the bears play in the shadows of the Sal trees 

And like our homes in the village, the tiger too has his home in the rocky caves of the 
forest 

And like our happy community dances in the village, the foxes and wolves too dance 
in joy in their forest homes 

Save the jungle O’ good people 
 

- Md. Aslam Ansari, Forest Guard, Hazaribagh, Jharkhand

“

”
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WEEK 2
RUSTY-SPOTTED CAT

Prionailurus rubiginosus

March 22 to March 28, 2021

Sanjay Gandhi National Park and Zoo, Mumbai
© BBC. Big Cats. Episode 1. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05srpx8
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The Rusty-spotted cat is the smallest cat in the world with historical records being only from India 

and Sri Lanka. 

Distribution range: It is widely distributed in southern and central India. 

Habitat: It occurs mainly in moist and dry deciduous forests. Studies also suggest preference of 

residence in open forests, scrub and rocky areas.

Biology: It is chiefly a nocturnal species with limited activity during the day. The gestation period 

is roughly about two and a half months and the life span of the cat in captivity is 12 years. Its 

lifespan in the wild is unknown.

Diet: It is carnivorous with a diet consisting of rodents, birds, lizards, frogs and insects.

Priority status: It has been assigned priority status and is part of the ex-situ conservation breeding 

program.

Presence in Zoos: Currently housed in two zoos across India.

SANJAY GANDHI NATIONAL PARK AND ZOO

Location: The zoo is located in Mumbai, Maharashtra.

Establishment: It was established in 1975 and is operated by the Chief Conservator of Forests 

and Director of the zoo.

Information: The zoo is within an evergreen forest ecosystem. The zoo is contiguous with Sanjay 

Gandhi National Park although it falls outside the area of the notified area for the National Park. 

The zoo includes a deer park, lion and tiger safaris, aviary, apart from hosting free ranging 

animals such as leopards.

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Near Threatened

RUSTY-SPOTTED CAT
Prionailurus rubiginosus
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Week 3 showcased the  Indian Giant Squirrel (Ratufa indica) a large multi-colored tree squirrel 

species endemic to forests and woodlands in India and the state animal of Maharashtra and the 

Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park and Wildlife Research Centre, Pune. The zoo has undertaken a 

conservation breeding program for the Indian Giant Squirrel (Ratufa indica) and the ex-situ work 

under this program was highlighted in virtual talks and discussion with species experts. A virtual 

tour of the zoo was live-streamed for public viewing. Talks on the biology of the species in focus, 

current research status, and way forward to address conservation challenges were discussed. Art 

and quiz competitions on the species in focus were held for students during the week.

When a species of plant or a species of wildlife is classified 
as “rare” due to human misconduct, the entire human race is 

one step closer to extinction. 

- Makarand Sawant, Writer, Director

“

”
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WEEK 3
March 29th - April 4th 2021

INDIAN GIANT SQUIRREL
Ratufa indica

Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park and Wildlife Research 
Center, Maharashtra

   ©https://brainberries.co/animals/this-giant-tailed-squirrel-has-gone-viral/
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Distribution: The Indian Giant Squirrel or ‘Shekru’ is the state animal of Maharashtra. It is an 

endemic species and is one of the four species of Giant squirrels found in the world. Although 

widely distributed within its range, it occurs in severely fragmented populations in southern and 

central India.

Habitat: The squirrel is solitary living, diurnal by habit and arboreal. It is seen in pairs only 

during mating season and constructs more than one globe shaped nests or drey. When in 

danger, the squirrel often freezes or flattens itself against the tree trunk, instead of fleeing. They 

live in canopies and perch high, rarely coming to the forest floor and mostly inhabit tropical 

deciduous, semi-deciduous , dry scrub, evergreen and semi-evergreen forests.

Communication: They communicate through shrill calls and their alarm calls are usually high-

pitched noises to alert fellow mates. 

Diet: They feed on fruits, nuts, flowers and bark of trees. Some are omnivorous and eat bird eggs 

and insects too. 

Priority status: Identified as priority species for ex-situ conservation.

Presence in Zoos: The species is currently housed in 11 zoos across India.

RAJIV GANDHI ZOOLOGICAL PARK AND WILDLIFE 
RESEARCH CENTRE, PUNE

Location: The zoo is located in the city of Pune in Maharashtra.

Establishment: It is a Medium category zoo established in the year 1999. The zoo currently 

sprawls across 51.83 hectares. 

Information: The zoo also has a snake park and  an animal orphanage. This zoo was first 

established by the PMC in 1953 with the name “Peshwe Park” and relocated to Katraj in 1999. 

Peshwe park was about 2.8 hectares and was placed in the area where Madhavrao Peshwa had 

established his private menagerie ,a collection of wild animals kept in captivity for exhibition.

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Least Concern

INDIAN GIANT SQUIRREL
Ratufa indica
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Week 4 The program moved further along the Western Ghats to Bondla Zoo, Usgaon, Goa, 

the zoo in focus and featured the  Gaur (Bos gaurus) the largest cattle species in the world and 

the state animal of Goa in week 4. The Western Ghats and their outflanking hills in southern 

India constitute one of the most extensive extant strongholds of Gaur. Bondla Zoo, Usgaon, Goa 

is the only zoo in the state and is nestled in the pristine Bondla Wildlife Sanctuary. This is the 

smallest wildlife sanctuary in the state. The week’s activities included talks on ex-situ management 

of the species in Bondla Zoo as a part of the conservation breeding program for the frontline staff 

and the standard operating procedures for the ethical handling of animals and mitigating human 

wildlife conflict especially related to Gaur. A media interaction was also organized wherein the 

zoo operator discussed the challenges faced in in-situ conservation management.

“The Birds, Trees, Animals are the forms of 
god and presence of its creatures. The birds 

give its melodious rhythmic love to the entire 
world. For all of us, they are our blood and 

flesh.” 
 

- Sant Tukaram Maharaj, Poet and Saint

“ ”
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WEEK 4
April 5th - April 11th 2021

GAUR
Bos gaurus

Bondla Zoo, Goa
©Arindham Bhattacharya
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The Gaur is a massive brown-black, cow-like animal with a charming set of white socks (legs 

with white markings), an upturned set of horns and a prominent ridge along its body. This is the 

largest bovid in peninsular India, and can weigh up to 1500 kilograms. The Gaur was once seen 

across South and South-east Asia, but now is extinct from Sri Lanka. This is an animal that prefers 

evergreen and deciduous and moist forests, feeding quietly in the thicket. Due to deforestation, 

some Gaur have been displaced and are seen wandering in towns.

Communication: They make a whistling snort as an alarm call and a low cow like “moo” for 

communication with each other.

Diet: They are herbivorous and prefer to graze and browse on the upper regions of the plants 

such as leaf blades, stems and flowers of grass species. Their food preference varies based on 

the season.

Culture: It is the mascot of the 54th Infantry Division of the Indian Army, also known as the Bison 

Division and the state animal for Goa and Bihar

Priority status: It has been prioritized for Ex-situ conservation.

Presence in Zoos: It is housed in 15 zoos across India

BONDLA ZOO, GOA

Location: The zoo is located in the foothills of Western Ghat in Bondla, Usgao.

Establishment: The zoo was established in 1969 and sprawls over a 60 ha area.

Information: The zoo originally was an Animal rescue centre of the Goa Forest Department with 

the main objective of rescue and rehabilitation of wildlife. Subsequently, as the need for scientific 

management was realized, it was accorded the status of a mini zoo and later upgraded to a 

Small Category zoo.  The zoo is located within the Bondla Wildlife Sanctuary. The natural forest 

areas surrounding the Zoo perimeter houses a rich assemblage of free-ranging wild animals.

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Vulnerable

GAUR
Bos gaurus
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Week 5 highlighted the Malabar grey hornbill (Ocyceros griseus), a hornbill endemic to the 

Western Ghats and associated hills of southern India. They have a large beak but lack the casque 

that is prominent in some other hornbill species. The Zoo in focus was the State Museum and 

Zoo, Thrissur. This zoo was established in 1885 by Mr. Sankarayya, Diwan Peshkar of Cochin 

Province, and animals were donated by the King of Cochin. Apart from the zoological garden 

and botanical garden, a star garden, art museum, and multi-purpose museum are also situated 

on the premises. The outreach campaign run by the zoo had awareness drives with the frontline 

staff and visitors and different competitions for children on the species in focus. A special plaque 

of the Malabar grey hornbill was created by Mr. Subramanium, using different parts of the 

coconut tree, and is currently installed near the entrance of the zoo.

“It is not enough to understand the wild animals; the 
point is to defend and preserve them”. 

- Athira, Eminent poet

“
”
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WEEK 5
April 12th - April 18th 2021

MALABAR 
GREY HORNBILL

Ocyceros griseus

State Museum and Zoo, Kerala
©Saminathan Babu at Thattekad, India in October 2014.
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Distribution Range: The Malabar Grey Hornbill is endemic to India and found only in the 

Western ghats in the South-Western region. Unlike the Indian Grey hornbill, the Malabar Grey 

Hornbill does not have the casque (horn-like structure) on its beak. 

Habitat: These birds are found in areas with large trees. They nest in holes in tree trunks, 

forming nesting pairs that can last a lifetime! The presence of a hornbill shows the health of the 

forest.  

Diet: They are predominantly frugivorous and act as seed dispersal agents for many fruit bearing 

forest trees.

Communication: They communicate with each other through loud distinctive calls that sound 

like “hysterical cackling”, “laughing” or  “screeching” .

Priority status: They have been assigned priority for ex-situ conservation due to the species being 

threatened by habitat loss.

Presence in Zoos: It is not currently housed in any zoo.

STATE MUSEUM AND ZOO, KERALA

Location: The zoo is located in Thrissur, Kerala

Establishment: It was established in 1885 over an area of 5.6 ha

Information: The zoo is a medium category zoo and was first established in 1885 by Mr. 

Sankarayya, Diwan Peshkar of Cochin Province. It was re-established in 1912-1913 by acting 

Diwan, K. Narayana Marar and animals were donated by the King of Cochin. Apart from the 

zoological garden and botanical garden, a star garden art museum and multi-purpose museum 

are also situated in the compound. 

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Vulnerable

MALABAR GREY HORNBILL
Ocyceros griseus
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Week 6 The Chousingha or Four-horned Antelope (Tetracerus quadricornis) and the Kakatiya 

Zoological Park, Warangal were the species and zoo in focus respectively for week 6. The 

Chousingha is a small antelope found in India and Nepal. Its four horns distinguish it from most 

other bovids, which have two horns. It is the sole member of the genus Tetracerus. The Kakatiya 

Zoological Park was established as Van Vignan Kendra in 1985. It was renamed as Kakatiya 

Zoological Park in 2017 in honor of the glorious dynasty that ruled in the region between the 

12-14th century with Orugallu (present-day Warangal) as its capital. The events commenced with 

an inaugural session in the presence of forest officers with a brief introduction and release of 

the poster on species highlighting its biology. The outreach activities conducted during the week 

included drawing, painting competitions, quizzes, and writing (story, poem, essay) competitions 

for students of different age groups. Guided zoo trips for students and visitors were also carried 

out.

“We need to understand ourselves as 
biological creatures at one with the diverse of 
all life. When we can truly see this unity and 

interdependence, we will find nature to be 
forgiving, generous and resilient.” 

- Anonymous

“

”
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WEEK 6
April 19th - April 25th 2021

FOUR-HORNED
ANTELOPE

Tetracerus quadricornis

Kakatiya Zoological Park, Warangal
©Ashwin
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The Four-horned antelope is also commonly known as Chousingha.

Distribution range: It is endemic to Peninsular India and a small part of lowland Nepal. Occurs 

from the foothills of the Himalayas to the South end of the Deccan Plateau. 

Habitat: They prefer open, dry deciduous and scrub forests and areas that have heavy 

undergrowth or tall grasses.

Biology: The antelope is the smallest of the Asian bovids. It is the sole member  i.e., monotypic 

of the genus “Tetracerus” They are characterized by the presence of four horns; two between the 

ears and two on the forehead. They are diurnal; active mainly during day time and are solitary 

by nature. They mark their  territory  with a colorless secretion on the vegetation, they also use the 

maintain and use the same latrine sites

Communication: They are shy and elusive by nature and the use of alarm calls to alert others is 

not common.

Diet: Herbivorous by habit, they feed by grazing. Their diet includes grasses, shoots and fruit.

Priority status: It has been accorded conservation priority for ex-situ conservation owing to the 

threats faced due to  loss of natural habitat owing to agricultural expansion.

Presence in Zoos: The species is housed in 25 zoos across India.

KAKATIYA ZOOLOGICAL PARK, WARANGAL

Location: The zoo is located in Warangal, Telangana.

Establishment: It is a small category zoo, established in 1985 and spread over  19.22 hectares 

in the tri-city junction of Warangal, Hanamkonda and Kazipet.

Information: The foundation stone for this zoo was laid by the then Governor of Andhra 

Pradesh Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma under the name, Vana Vignan Kendra in 1985. It was initially 

recognized as a mini zoo and was subsequently upgraded to the category of small zoo. The 

zoo was renamed Kakatiya Zoological Park  in 2017 by the State Zoos and Parks Authorities of 

Telangana (ZAPAT). It has an overall collection of 10 species of mammals, 5 species of reptiles 

and 28 species of birds.

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Vulnerable

FOUR-HORNED ANTELOPE
Tetracerus quadricornis
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Week 7 the species in focus was the Lion-tailed macaque (Macaca silenus),  an Old World 

monkey endemic to the Western Ghats of South India. and the zoo in focus was the Arignar Anna 

Zoological Park, Vandalur. The zoo located in Vandalur Chennai is a large zoo and has many 

innovative practices to ensure high standards of zoo management including a digital connection 

via their website to continue engagement with their visitors and the general public. The outreach 

activities during this week included broadcasting media interactions with Radio city 91.1 FM, talks 

by eminent scientists who have worked on the in-situ Lion-tailed macaque populations over the 

decades. The talks focussed on the historical and present status of the species, the conservation 

challenges, veterinary interventions for its survival ex-situ, and the way forward to revive the 

dwindling wild populations. Competitions such as poetry, drawing, logo designing were also 

organized for visitors and students throughout the week.

The tiger adds strengths to the forest;
The forest also becomes an asset for the tiger.

- Puliyur Kesikan in Pazhamozhi Nanuru, 200

“
”
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WEEK 7
April 26th - May 2nd 2021

LION-TAILED MACAQUE
Macaca silenus

Arignar Anna Zoological park, Tamil Nadu
©Sujith Sivadas

www.inaturalist.org
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Distribution range: The Lion-tailed Macaque is an old world primate, endemic to the Western 

Ghats in several discrete populations.

Habitat: It is a rainforest dweller and prefers dense evergreen and semi-evergreen vegetation.

Biology: It is diurnal by habit i.e., active during daytime. It is arboreal and occupies the upper 

canopies of the forests.

Communication: Due to their preferred habitat and arboreal nature, the Lion-tailed macaques 

rely heavily on vocal signals as compared to visual signals. Studies have revealed a repertoire of 

17 basic patterns in their vocalizations.

Diet: They are predominantly frugivorous, with fruits consisting almost 80 percent of their diet but 

they can be omnivorous too, depending on their habitat, eating leaves, buds, insects and small 

invertebrates.

Priority status: Habitat degradation of the forests has led to the species being prioritized for ex-

situ conservation.

Presence in Zoos: 54 individuals of the species are housed in nine zoos across India.

ARIGNAR ANNA ZOOLOGICAL PARK, TAMIL NADU

Location: The zoo is located in Vandalur, Chennai, Tamil Nadu.

Establishment: It is a large category zoo established in 1985.

Information: The Arignar Anna Zoological Park, formerly known as Madras Zoo is now locally 

known as the Chennai Zoo or Vandalur Zoo. It was the first zoo formed in India and was 

first established as a private menagerie by Dr. Edward Green Belfour, Director of the Madras 

Museum. The menagerie was subsequently taken over by the Madras Corporation in 1861 and 

was shifted to a larger area of 12.03 acres. The zoo as we currently know it was established 

in 1985 spreading over an area of 602 hectares including a 92.45 hectare rescue and 

rehabilitation centre. It is the largest Zoological Park of India.

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Endangered

LION-TAILED MACAQUE
Macaca silenus
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Week 8 highlighted the Nilgiri langur (Semnopithecus johnii)as the species in focus and the 

Thiruvananthapuram zoological garden, Thiruvananthapuram as the zoo in focus. The Nilgiri 

langur is an attractive black Colobine monkey with a pale gold mane. The rump and base of 

the tail are white, and females have white highlights on their inner thighs which are present from 

an early age. Swathi Thirunal Rama Varma, the ruler of Travancore during 1830–1846, was the 

visionary behind the establishment of the Thiruvananthapuram Museum and Zoo. It occupies 55 

acres (22 ha) of woodland, lakes, and lawns. The activities at the zoo for the week began with 

awareness sessions for the zoo staff on species biology. Competitions such as painting and quiz 

were held for students. Online talks on the species in focus and other primates of India were also 

organized.

“We don’t own the earth. We belong to it. And we must share 
it with the wildlife.”

- Athira, Eminent poet

“

”
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WEEK 8
May 3rd - May 9th 2021

NILGIRI LANGUR
Trachypithecus johnii

Zoological Garden, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala
©Ashvij Narayanan
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Distribution range: The Nilgiri Langur is an old-world monkey endemic to South India. They are 

predominantly found in the Nilgiri Hills in the Western Ghats, from which it also derives its name.

Habitat: It is found in evergreen and moist deciduous forests. Apart from which they are also 

found in plantations and edges of plantations.

Biology: They are arboreal species and use different levels of the canopy for their activities. 

They descend to the understory/ground only when crossing grassland patches, roads and for 

geophagy.

Communication: They have 19 distinct vocalizations as reported by studies that include; loud 

calls, barks, honks, rumbles, contact calls and whoops (shown by dominant males) 

Diet: They are primarily folivores i.e., leaf eating. However, they also consume nuts, fruits, seeds, 

flowers and tree bark (lignivorous)

Priority status: Owing to the threats they face due to habitat loss, fires, poaching (for 

traditional medicines), hunting and pet trade, they have been accorded priority status for ex-situ 

conservation.

Presence in Zoos: 26 Individuals of the species are housed in 5 zoos across India.

ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Location: The zoo is located in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

Establishment: It is a large category zoo established in the year 1859 and spraws over an area of 

14.58 hectares.

Information: The zoo was envisioned by Swathi Thirunal Maharaja who was the illustrious king 

of Travancore during 1830-1846. Establishment of the museum and zoo using the menagerie 

of the King was done by his brother, Uthram Thirunal Marthanda Varma and British Resident 

General Cullen. The zoo currently houses 47 species of birds, 30 species of Mammals and 23 

species of Reptiles.

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Vulnerable

NILGIRI LANGUR
Trachypithecus johnii
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Week 9 Mouse deer (Moschiola indica) and the Nehru Zoological Park, Hyderabad were 

the species and the zoo highlighted in Week 9. The Nehru Zoological Park, Hyderabad was 

established in the year 1959 and opened to the public on 6th October 1963 with the objective 

of conserving and breeding endangered species, especially the wildlife of Deccan Plateau. The 

zoo has been very successful in the conservation breeding of the Indian Chevrotain, the species 

in focus for the week. The Mouse deer or Chevrotains are the smallest hoofed mammals in the 

world and make up the family Tragulidae, the only extant members of the order Tragulina. The 

activities across the week included the showcasing of a short film on the Mouse deer and the 

reintroduction efforts undertaken by the Telangana forest department. Additionally, talks on the 

species with emphasis on husbandry practices carried out for conservation breeding, poster 

exhibition on the Mouse deer, and competitions such as painting and quiz were organized. A 

special plantation drive of wild fruit trees within the zoo premises was also initiated for the self-

sustenance of the zoo.

“

”
“While in water, Crocodile triumphs over an Elephant

Once out of the water, same crocodile gets defeated even by a dog
It is positional strength but not of its own

Beloved of Viswada ! Listen Vema !” 

- Yogi Vemana, Philosopher and Poet 
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WEEK 9
May 10th - May 16th 2021

INDIAN CHEVROTAIN
Moschiola indica

Nehru Zoological Park, Hyderabad
©Yogesh Koli
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Distribution Range: The Indian chevrotain is the smallest ungulate species in India and is 

commonly known as ‘Mouse deer’. It is found across peninsular India except the Himalayas, 

Deserts and North-east India. It is extremely rare to spot this species in the wild as it is nocturnal, 

elusive and cryptic. 

Habitat: They inhabit dense forested areas in moist evergreen, semi evergreen and tropical 

deciduous forests with a dense understory. Usually solitary, they can also be found in pairs 

and studies indicate that they have a small home range. A gland in their chin is used for scent 

marking of territory. They lack antlers like those seen in other deer. 

Communication: They communicate through scent marks and vocalizations. Primarily 

herbivorous; fruits form an important part of their diet. 

Priority status: Habitat encroachment, poaching has accorded this species priority for ex-situ 

conservation.

Presence in Zoos: 204 individuals are currently housed in 15 zoos across India.

NEHRU ZOOLOGICAL PARK, HYDERABAD

Location: The zoo is located in Hyderabad, Telangana

Establishment: A large category zoo, it was established in the year 1959 and was opened for 

public in 1963. It currently sprawls over an area of 154 hectares.

Information: The zoo was opened to public in 1963 after relocation to the current location 

from Public gardens, Hyderabad. It is abutting Mir Alam Tank bund which is an indigenous arch 

bund dam with 21 arches that was built about 200 years ago during the reign of Mir Akbar Ali 

Khan Sikander Jah Asif Jah III, who was the third Nizam king. This area is also home to many 

migratory birds. The concept of a safari park in the zoo was first introduced here in 1974 and 

has since been upgraded to a safari park complex. It is also the first zoo in the country to have 

started the Nocturnal Animal house (1982) and an Open butterfly park (1998). The zoo currently 

houses a total of 193 species of animals and in total about 2000 individuals of Mammals, Birds, 

Reptiles and Amphibians.  

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Least Concern

INDIAN CHEVROTAIN
Moschiola indica
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Week 10 highlighted the Grey slender loris (Loris lydekkerianus) named after the English 

naturalist Richard Lydekker recognized for having extremely gracile limbs and extreme 

stereoscopic vision and the Sri Chamarajendra Zoological Garden, Mysuru. The zoo was started 

in 1892 by Chamaraja Wodeyar X, then the King of Mysuru. Initially, a private Zoo, Khas-

Bangale, was meant exclusively for the royal family but public entry was started as early as the 

1920s. The zoo has now spread over an area of 250 acres. The week’s activities at the zoo 

included talks on the species in focus along with two other species of conservation significance 

housed there; the Indian grey wolf and the Nilgiri Langur. Apart from the online talks, 

competitions such as poster making, essays, quiz and drawings, and painting competitions were 

organized for students of different age groups.

“Nature is not part of our lives. We are a part 
of nature.”

 
- Kuppali Puttappa Poornachandra Tejaswi, 

Writer & Novelist 

“
”
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©Dr. K.A.I. Nekaris

Sri Chamarajendra Zoological Gardens, 
Mysuru, Karnataka

Week 10
May 17th to May 23rd 2021

GREY SLENDER LORIS
Loris lydekkerianus
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Distribution Range: The Grey slender loris is found in India and Sri Lanka. In India, it is 

found in the southern region of the subcontinent. They inhabit tropical primary and secondary 

rainforests, dry semi-deciduous forests, scrub, swamp, acacia, bamboo, edge, and montane 

cloud forest up to 2,000 m above sea level. 

Habitat: The species is nocturnal and arboreal by nature. They emerge from their roost cavities 

only at dusk and sleep in groups during daytime. They are usually solitary while foraging but 

roost in groups of up to seven individuals as per studies. They have a multi male/multi female 

social structure.

Communication: Communication amongst this species is through a range of vocalizations, 

visual signaling and scent marking. 

Diet: They are primarily insectivorous, occasionally eating fruits, flowers and small animals like 

mice and geckos.

Priority status: The species is placed in Schedule I of the Wild Life Protection act according 

it highest protection in India. Hunting, pet trade and habitat fragmentation are some of the 

impending threats. 

Presence in Zoos: The species is currently housed across 4 zoos in India.

SRI CHAMARAJENDRA ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS

Location: Mysuru, Karnataka 

Establishment: It is a large category zoo established in 1892.

Information: The zoo is popularly known as the Mysuru zoo and is amongst the oldest zoos in 

the country. It was established by the erstwhile Ruler of Mysore, Sri Chamarajendra Wodeyar and 

was initially named ‘Palace zoo’. The zoo housed the royal animal collection of the Maharaja 

of Mysore and also served as an orphanage for rearing abandoned wild animals. Mysuru zoo 

is spread over an area of 157.13 hectares and is renowned for housing both native and exotic 

species. It currently houses 54 species of Mammals, 72 species of birds and 24 species of 

reptiles.

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Near Threatened

GREY SLENDER LORIS
Loris lydekkerianus
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Week 11 Pilikula Biological Park, Pilikula extending over an area of 400 acres along the 

banks of Gurupura river and the King Cobra (Ophiophagus hannah), the largest venomous 

snake in the world were the focus for week 11. The species in focus is the sole member of 

the genus Ophiophagus, it is distinguishable from other cobras by its size and neck patterns. 

Awareness activities centered around the species in-focus by way of talks on species biology, 

husbandry practices, and captive breeding. Competitions such as collage making, drawing, 

photography were also organized for students of different age groups.

“A environment without forest and wildlife can 
look worse than a cremation.”

 
- Kuppali Puttappa Poornachandra Tejaswi, 

Writer & Novelist 

“

”



50

Week 11
May 24th to May 30th 2021

KING COBRA
Ophiophagus hannah

©Rob Ferguson

Pilikula Biological Park, Mangaluru, Karnataka



51

Distribution Range: The King Cobra is the world’s longest venomous snake and is India’s 

National Reptile. Although widely distributed, the populations are fragmented and hence they are 

fairly uncommon in regions of occurrence. This species is found in a variety of habitats ranging 

from pristine forests, degraded forests, mangrove swamps and even agricultural and fringe 

habitats.

Habitat: In India, it is found in Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh; regions of eastern ghats (covering 

Tamil Nadu, and Andhra Pradesh, to coastal Odisha, Bihar and southern West Bengal, especially 

the Sunderbans); and parts of western Ghats and Andaman Islands. It occurs up to an elevation 

of 2000 msl.

Diet: Their diet primarily consists of snakes including conspecifics, monitor lizards and very 

occasionally small vertebrates such as birds. 

Priority status: In addition to the threats presented by habitat destruction (due to deforestation, 

expansion of agricultural land), the largest venomous snake in the world, also faces threats of 

mis-guided persecution by humans and poaching and is prioritized for ex-situ conservation.

Presence in Zoos: 48 individuals are housed in 12 zoos across India.

Pilikula Biological Park

Location: The zoo is located in Mangaluru, Karnataka.

Establishment: It is a large category zoo, established in the year 2001

Information: The name “Pilikula” is derived from the local tulu language word ‘Pili’ meaning 

Tiger and ‘Kula’ meaning pond. The park area is covered with 70% of thick vegetation, which 

acts as a natural habitat for the wild animals in captivity. The premises also host a variety of free 

ranging mammals, reptiles, amphibians, and insects and serves as nesting ground for birds 

(more than 60 species recorded). It currently houses 57 species of birds, 32 species of Mammals 

and 33 species of Reptiles.

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Vulnerable

KING COBRA
Ophiophagus hannah
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Week 12 highlighted the Bengal Tiger (Panthera tigris ssp tigris) and the Gorewada 

International Zoo, Nagpur. This week also coincided with World Environment Day, June 5, 2021. 

The theme for World Environment Day was “Tigers as flag-bearers for ecological restoration” 

and the general theme was additionally adopted for the activities for the week. Conservation 

awareness activities throughout the week were taken up with talks on species biology and 

ecology. A two-day virtual symposium on the management of large felids in zoos and protected 

areas was organized wherein conservation practitioners from the zoo and protected areas 

presented their work. On world environment day collaboration with SAEVUS Mumbai was 

undertaken and an inter-school eco-achievers earth hour debate was held virtually with 

participation from schools from different states of the country.

“I am the Warli Adivasi, we follow 
traditional lifestyle, we are capable of 

bringing life to barren soil. My life is green 
and Waghoba is our God.” 

 
- Prakash Bhoir, Activist

“

”
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Week 12
May 31st to June 6th 2021

BENGAL TIGER
Panthera tigris tigris

©Keyur Nandaniya

Balasaheb Thackeray Gorewada International 
Zoological Park, Nagpur, Maharashtra
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Distribution Range: The Bengal Tiger is the national animal of India and is one of six extant 

species of Tigers in the world. It is endemic to the Indian sub-continent and is characterized by 

a tawny-orange coat with black stripes. Distributed along the Terai foothills of the Himalayas, 

North-east India, Central India, Eastern Ghats and Western Ghats, they inhabit different forest 

types including tropical dry and moist deciduous, evergreen and riverine forests. They are also 

adapted to mangrove vegetation in Sundarbans, coniferous, oak and rhododendron habitat in 

higher altitudes (Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh).

Habitat: Tigers are generally solitary, with adults maintaining exclusive territories, or home 

ranges. Males usually having a larger home range than females and they use scent to mark their 

territories.

Communication: Communication between tigers is by calls and through scent. They are vocal 

and aggressive when courting and while indulging in play-fighting. 

Priority status: Habitat fragmentation, habitat loss and poaching are the major threats to the 

species. It has been accorded priority for ex-situ conservation.

Presence in Zoos: 281 individuals are housed in 51 zoos across India.

Balasaheb Thackeray Gorewada International Zoological Park

Location: The Zoo is located in Nagpur, Maharashtra.

Establishment: It was inaugurated and opened to public on the 26th of January 2021. 

Information: The zoo has been renamed to ‘Balasaheb Thackeray Gorewada International 

Zoological Park’ in the honour of Late Marathi leader ‘Balasaheb Thackeray’. It is conceptualised 

to be of an international standard with state-of-the-art animal collection and themed exhibits. 

The envisioned infrastructure has areas for jungle safari, research centre (wildlife) and a rescue 

centre. The total area of the Gorewada Project is 1914 hectares of which 564 hectares is 

earmarked for the development of the zoo. The rescue centre here is established over an area of 

25 hectares and is the largest rescue centre in Central India. The zoo currently houses 5 species 

of Mammals and is under development to include a diverse collection of mammals, birds and 

reptiles.

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Endangered

BENGAL TIGER
Panthera tigris tigris
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Week 13 The Grey Junglefowl (Gallus sonneratii) and the Sri Venkateswara Zoological Park, 

Tirupati were the species and the zoo in focus respectively for Week 13. The species epithet 

commemorates the French explorer Pierre Sonnerat. It is endemic to India and is found mainly 

in peninsular India and towards the northern boundary. The Sri Venkateswara Zoological Park, 

Tirupati is developed on a mythological theme and with references to the ancient texts like the 

epics of Ramayana, Mahabharata, Puranas, Vedas, and Upanishads. The park highlights the role 

of animals in mythology and spreads the message of conservation of nature. Activities across the 

week included essay writing, painting/drawing, and quiz competitions for students of different 

age groups. Talks on species biology, resource partitioning related to the species, behavior, and 

the zoo were organized.

“I would feel more optimistic about a bright future 
for man if he spent less time proving he can outwit 
Nature and more time tasting her sweetness and 

respecting her seniority.” 

- Anonymous

“

”
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Week 13
June 7th to June 13th 2021

GREY JUNGLEFOWL
Gallus sonneratii

©Flicker
Sri Venkateswara Zoological Park, Andhra Pradesh
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Distribution Range: The Grey Junglefowl is endemic to India and is one of the ancestors of the 

domestic chicken. It is distributed mainly in peninsular India extending into eastern Gujarat, till 

Mount Abu in south Rajasthan. Its distribution overlaps with the Red Junglefowl in central India.  It 

inhabits undergrowth in broadleaved evergreen and deciduous forest up to 2,400m above MSL 

(in Nilgiris) secondary growth, bamboo thickets and patches of cultivation in forests, and near 

water sources in summer.  In southern India, it generally forages in abandoned plantations of 

rubber, coffee and tea roosts in trees.

Diet: Omnivorous by habit, their diet includes seeds of bamboo and Strobilanthes, shoots of 

grass and crops, tubers, figs and berries of Zizyphus, Lantana, insects and small reptiles. They 

usually forage close to cover and congregate in groups only when food is abundant.

Priority status: The species is threatened by loss of forested habitat due to agricultural 

expansion, overgrazing, burning of scrub, removal of understorey for fuelwood and hunting for 

food and sport. Hence, the species has been accorded priority for ex-situ conservation.

Presence in Zoos: 46 individuals are housed in 11 zoos across India.

Sri Venkateswara Zoological Park

Location: The zoo is located in Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh.

Establishment: It was established in the year 1993

Information: It is one of the largest category zoos located on the foothills of Seshachalam hills, 

which is an offshoot of Eastern Ghats. Opened to visitors in 1993, and named after the lord of 

seven hills, it is an important tourist destination for pilgrims visiting famed Tirupati temple. Zoo 

is spread over an area of 1254.71 ha of which 289 ha area has been developed so far. The 

developed area of the zoo is on a mythological theme to emphasize the role played by wild 

animals, birds & reptiles in the ancient epics thereby strengthening the unique nature-culture 

linkages for conservation. The animals housed are exhibited in large and natural enclosures 

resembling their natural habitats. Presently, the zoo houses 32 species of mammals, 49 species of 

birds and 7 species of reptiles.

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule II

IUCN Red list status: Endangered

GREY JUNGLEFOWL
Gallus sonneratii
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Week 14 featured the Dhole (Cuon alpinus)and the Indira Gandhi Zoological Park, 

Visakhapatnam. The Dhole is a highly social animal, living in large clans with several breeding 

females. It is genetically close to the species within the genus Canis but has several anatomical 

differences that set it apart. The Indira Gandhi Zoological Park is located amidst Seethakonda 

Reserve Forest covering an area of 625 acres in the Visakhapatnam district. The zoo has a deep 

connection with people, which was evident in the way the community came together to help 

the zoo resurrect from the ravage of cyclone Hud Hud in 2014 and make a new beginning. 

The conservation awareness activities for the week included story writing, painting, and quiz 

competitions. Talks were given by experts on species biology, landscape-based approach for 

conservation, husbandry practices, and the ex-situ conservation breeding of Dholes at the zoo.

“The continued existence of wildlife and wilderness is 
important to the quality of life of human”

- Anonymous

“
”
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Week 14
June 14th to June 20th 2021

DHOLE
Cuon alpinus

©Ramki Sreenivasan

Indira Gandhi Zoological Park, Visakhapatnam 
Andhra Pradesh
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Distribution Range: A canid species native to South Asia, Dhole may look similar in appearance 

to dogs, but they are genetically closer to wolves. They are characterized by a distinctive red coat 

with a black-tipped tail and are widely distributed in the Indian peninsula, in the regions of the 

southern-Gangetic plains, Eastern and the Western Ghats, North-east India, and West Bengal. 

Communication: They communicate amongst each other through yaps, barks, and unique 

whistling calls. Bi-phonic calls including a high-frequency squeak and a low-frequency yap are a 

prominent feature of their vocalizations. These are believed to be used for individual recognition 

and as a contact call to locate pack members and re-group after separation

Priority status: The species is threatened by habitat loss and is susceptible to disease transfer 

from domestic dogs. In the early 19th century, they had been extensively exterminated as 

‘vermin’. However, now they have been accorded the highest protection under the Wildlife 

Protection Act, 1972 and a priority for ex-situ conservation. 

Presence in Zoos: 114 individuals are housed in 11 zoos across India.

Indira Gandhi Zoological Park

Location: Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh.

Establishment: Opened to the public in 1977.

Information: It is a large category zoo located amidst the Seethakonda Reserved Forest in 

Visakhapatnam. Construction of this facility began in 1972 and it was opened to the public 

on May 19, 1977, covering an area of 625 acres. The zoo is situated between the scenic 

Eastern Ghats on three sides and the Bay of Bengal on the fourth side. The zoo has a large 

number of rare, endemic trees and shrubs. Water bodies inside the zoo and adjoining area of 

Kambalakonda Wildlife Sanctuary act as water resources for the sustenance of various flora 

and fauna of the zoo park. Presently, there are 843 individuals of mammals, birds, and reptiles 

belonging to 123 species housed in the natural ambiance. The area is also home to a variety of 

free-ranging animals and birds owing to its proximity to the Kambalakonda Wildlife Sanctuary.

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule II

IUCN Red list status: Endangered

DHOLE
Cuon alpinus



64



65

Week 15 The Wild water buffalo (Bubalus arnee) and the Nandanvan Jungle safari, Naya 

Raipur were the species and zoo in focus for week 15. The Wild water buffalo, the state animal 

of Chhattisgarh are strong and formidable mammals with an urgent need for on-ground 

conservation action. This species will strongly benefit from coordinated ex-situ and in-situ 

conservation programs. The Nandanvan Jungle Safari, Naya Raipur has taken on the task of 

conservation breeding of this species and has set up a modern breeding center spread over 2.5 

ha. Activities for the week included talks on the only conservation and breeding center for the wild 

water buffalo and the translocation of the species from Assam to Chhattisgarh. This monumental 

species translocation effort was a step in the direction of saving a species from local extinction.

“The insects till the ground, the macaques crack open the 
nuts, the squirrels drop the seeds and this leads to the 

growth of a forest…all under the watchful eye of the hare”

-Anonymous

“

”
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Week 15
June 21st to June 27th 2021

WILD WATER BUFFALO
Bubalus arnee

©Saket Badola

Nandanvan Jungle Safari, Nava Raipur, 
Chhattisgarh
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Distribution Range: The Wild buffalo is an important wild ancestor of domesticated breeds of 

livestock. Historically it occurred in the vast terai floodplains of India, Nepal, Bhutan, Thailand, 

and Cambodia. In India, now it is limited to the Protected Areas in Assam, parts of Arunachal 

Pradesh, and West Bengal. A disjointed population also occurs in Chhattisgarh. Preferred habitat 

for the species includes low-lying alluvial grasslands, riparian forests, and woodlands. In central 

India, they thrive in dry deciduous forests with grass.

Diet: Grazers by preference they feed mainly on grasses but also eat other herbs, fruits, and 

bark, as well as by browsing on trees and shrubs. 

Priority status: Owing to threats due to habitat loss, hybridization with domestic cattle, and 

disease transmission from domestic breeds, the species has been accorded priority for ex-situ 

conservation.  It is also listed as Endangered as per IUCN Red List as the remaining population is 

less than 4,000 and is declining. 

Presence in Zoos: Currently housed in a conservation breeding center with a purpose to serve 

as founder population for future restocking in the wild.  

Nandanvan Jungle Safari

Location: The zoo is located in Naya Raipur, Chhattisgarh.

Establishment: The zoo was established in the year 2016.

Information: The Nandanvan jungle safari was inaugurated on 1st November 2016. It has been 

widely celebrated and applauded for its aesthetically built enclosures within a short span of time 

and has found a promising place amongst the best wildlife and biodiversity conservation centers 

in the country. The lush green landscape together with the indigenous plant species adds up to 

the vegetation and enables natural habitat for the animals. It houses a 130-acre water body 

named ‘Khandwa Reservoir’ which attracts many migratory bird species. The zoo has four safaris 

namely, herbivore, Bear, tiger & Lion. Presently, it houses 22 species of mammals, 13 species of 

birds, and 7 species of reptiles.

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Endangered

WILD WATER BUFFALO
Bubalus arnee
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Week 16 featured The Malabar banded swallowtail (Papilio liomedon) a species legally 

protected in India under Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. The species is generally 

found in the semi-evergreen and evergreen tropical forests of the Western Ghats where it flies 

mainly during the monsoon months. The zoo in focus was the Bannerghatta Biological Park, 

Bengaluru situated on the northern terminal point of Mysuru Elephant Reserve. The Park plays a 

major role in the conservation of rich floral, faunal diversity, sequester carbon, and sustaining 

regional hydrology.  Talks on the endemic and associated butterfly species and the butterfly 

garden of the zoo were organized throughout the week. Drawing, craft, photography, and 

quiz competitions focusing on the order Lepidoptera, specifically butterflies, were organized for 

students.

“Self-reliance and responsible co-existence -This is 
the basic principle of nature” 

-Anonymous

“ ”
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Week 16
June 28th to July 4th 2021

MALABAR BANDED 
SWALLOWTAIL

Papilio liomedon

© Balakrishnan Valappil

Bannerghatta Biological Park, Bengaluru, 
Karnataka
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SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

MALABAR BANDED SWALLOWTAIL
Papilio liomedon

Distribution Range: The Malabar banded swallowtail is a member of the swallowtail family, 

endemic to the Western Ghats. The forked appearance in some of the swallowtails’ hindwings, 

which can be seen when the butterfly is resting with its wings spread, gave rise to the common 

name swallowtail. 

Habitat: A large dazzling, brownish-black butterfly with a prominent cream-yellow band on its 

hind wing, it inhabits semi-evergreen and evergreen rain forests. Both sexes have a preference 

for heavily forested areas, the only difference being in their favored strata. 

The Malabar banded swallowtail’s life cycle consists of four phases; Egg, Larva, Pupa, and 

Imago. The female lays 10-16 eggs one over the other in a sequence resembling a stick. The 

color of the eggs gradually fades from orange to yellow. Pale black markings appear on the 

upper side of the eggshells by the fourth day and larvae hatch by the fifth day. Pupation starts 

after around 22 days of larval duration and lasts for about 15 days. Indian Aspen (Achronychia 

laurifolia) is one of the recorded larval food plants of the butterfly. 

Priority status: The species is placed in Schedule I of the Wild Life Protection act according it 

highest protection in India. Forest fragmentation, and reduction in pure evergreen species of host 

plants are some of the impending threats. 

Presence in Zoos: Due to its high endemicity and limited knowledge on its husbandry practises , 

the species is currently not housed in any zoo. However, zoos in India are now experimenting with 

establishing butterfly parks with common species that are popular with visitors and children alike. 

Bannerghatta Biological Park

Location: It is located in Bengaluru, Karnataka.

Establishment: The zoo was established in 1974.

Information: The zoo was initially established as a small category zoo in 1974 within the 

Bannerghatta National Park mainly for recreational purposes. The biological park as we know 

it today was established in 2002 over an area of 731.88 hectares. The area includes a butterfly 

park, tiger, lion and herbivore safari. Presently, the zoo houses 48 species of birds, 34 species of 

mammals, and 22 species of reptiles. The zoo also houses a well managed butterfly park that 

is spread over an area of 7.5 acres. A total of 48 species of butterflies in various seasons have 

been reported out of which 30 species belonging to five families viz., Papilionidae, Pieridae, 

Nympalidae, Lycaenide and Hespiridae are known to be breeding in different seasons in the 

conservatory dome of the Butterfly Park.
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Week 17 highlighted the species Barasingha or Swamp Deer (Rucervus duvaucelii) , a deer 

species with antlers having more than three times and the Van Vihar National Park and zoo, 

Bhopal. The zoo is part of a national park situated within the city limits of Bhopal and it tries to 

set an example in the field of conservation and eco-restoration. Activities throughout the week 

included photo exhibitions, story writing competitions, quiz competitions, guided zoo tours, and 

birding tours. Talks on species biology and the conservation of the species in Madhya Pradesh 

including a translocation exercise for the swamp deer were organized. 

“The traditional settlers live in the forest with 
Mahua (Madhuca indica) trees and they have 

taken an oath the protect these forests”

- Anonymous

“

”
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Week 17
July 5th to July 11th 2021

SWAMP DEER
Rucervus duvaucelii

© David Raju

Van Vihar National Park and Zoo, 
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh
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Distribution Range: The Barasingha (Rucervus duvaucelii), also called swamp deer, is a deer 

species found in India (northern, northeastern, and central), and south-western Nepal. It differs 

from other deer species owing to the unique structure of its antlers; it has 5-6 tined antlers. 

Swamp deers are creatures of habit and use the same tracks for movement across habitats. 

Diet: Herbivorous by diet, they largely feed on grasses, leaves, and aquatic plants with varying 

diet compositions based on the season. Their feeding time is also governed by the season; in 

summer it usually peaks during early mornings and late evenings whereas in winters they feed 

throughout the day.

Priority status:  Loss of their habitat due to deforestation, draining of swamps and marshes for 

farming, poaching for its antlers, and diseases transmitted by domestic cattle are some of the 

threats the species face that have led to its prioritization for ex-situ conservation.

Presence in Zoos: 280 individuals are housed in 20 zoos across India.

Van Vihar National Park Zoo

Location: The zoo is located in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh

Establishment: It was established in 1994.

Information: The Van Vihar National Park Zoo was conceptualized over an area that was 

fragmented and denuded for eco-restoration and conservation in the heart of Bhopal city. It 

is an amalgamation of a National Park, Zoological Garden, Rescue center and Conservation 

Breeding Centre spread over an area of 445.21 hectares contributing to both in-situ and ex-situ 

conservation activities. The mosaic of plains, grasslands, shrubby vegetation, water pools, rugged 

slopes, mixed bamboo forest, grass-covered plateau, and patches of mixed plantations enrich the 

floral and faunal diversity of the area. The area serves as a repository for free-ranging mammals, 

avifauna, and botanical species from Central India.

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Vulnerable

SWAMP DEER
Rucervus duvaucelii
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Week 18 The Indian Pangolin (Manis crassicaudata) and the Nandankanan Biological 

Park, Bhubaneswar were highlighted in Week 18. The species in focus is native to the Indian 

subcontinent and is not common anywhere in its range. This solitary, shy, slow-moving, nocturnal 

mammal has become a conservation priority due to the increasing incidences of trade in the 

species The Nandankanan Biological Park houses the only conservation breeding center of 

Indian Pangolins in the world. During the week,  sessions were organized on different aspects 

of species conservation at a national and international level; species biology, issues of illegal 

trade, and countermeasures were discussed during the talks. Competitions such as photography, 

logo designing, poster making, quizzes, and drawing were also conducted during the week. 

Additionally, a field guide for the rehabilitation of Indian Pangolin was released.

“Apart from all worldly possession, contribution to Wildlife 
Conservation makes one richer. Let’s pledge conserve 

wildlife.”

- Sudarsan Maharana, Writer & Journalist

“
”
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Week 18
July 12th to July 18th 2021

INDIAN PANGOLIN
Manis crassicaudata

© Zeeshan Merchant

Nandankanan Biological Park, Odisha
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Distribution Range: The Indian Pangolin is a toothless mammal distributed from eastern 

Pakistan through India to southern Nepal and Sri Lanka. They are found through most of India 

except arid deserts, the Himalayas, and the northeast. Open grasslands, scrub forests, urban 

cultivation and deciduous and evergreen forests are their preferred habitats.

Very little is known about their vocalization and communication. They are known to hiss when 

disturbed.

Diet: Pangolins are specialist feeders with their diet consisting mainly of termites and ants. 

This kind of feeding behavior is known as Myrmecophagy. Adaptations in the species for this 

particular behavior include the absence of teeth, a long protrusible and sticky tongue, conical 

head, and nose. They rely on their sense of smell to locate the nests of termites or ants.

Priority status: The species is the most trafficked animal in the world for its meat and scales. The 

loss of suitable habitat conditions has also led to their population decline. Due to these raging 

threats, the species has been accorded priority for ex-situ conservation.

Presence in Zoos: The species is currently housed in the coordinating zoo for its conservation 

breeding in India.

Nandankanan Biological Park

Location: The zoo is located in Bhubaneshwar, Odisha.

Establishment: It was established in the year 1960.

Information: Over the years, Nandankanan has emerged as a prominent and vibrant centre for 

biodiversity conservation and environmental education with significant improvements to provide 

the highest standards in housing, husbandry, and health care to the animals. It became the first 

zoo in the country to be a member of the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA) in 

2009. The Zoological Park together with the Kanjia lake and the Botanical Garden has been 

declared as Nandankanan Wildlife Sanctuary over an area of 4.37 sq. km on 3rd August 1979.

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Endangered

INDIAN PANGOLIN
Manis crassicaudata
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Week 19 highlighted the Sloth bear (Melusrsus ursinus)and the Bhagwan Birsa Biological 

Park, Ranchi. The shaggy-coated, bumbling sloth bear is native to India, Sri Lanka, and Nepal. 

Sloth bears primarily eat termites and ants, and unlike other bear species, they routinely carry 

their cubs on their backs. The Bhagwan Birsa Biological Park is spread over 104 ha of mildly 

undulating topography with natural dry deciduous Sal forests & water bodies in and around it. 

The zoo focused on the Sloth Bear for the week and the activities conducted included painting 

and quiz competitions for students. Awareness sessions on the species in focus were also 

conducted within the zoo premises for the visitors using pamphlets and posters and talks on the 

species by the zoo personnel.

”
“

“Just see the vagaries of time;
No one cares for the laudable parrot

Lying thirsty in his cage,
While the wretched crow is hailed in respect

To accept the offerings.”

- Bihari Lal Chaube -Bihari Satasai (collection of 700 verses)
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Week 19
July 19th to July 25th 2021

SLOTH BEAR
Melursus ursinus

© www.bearbiology.org

Bhagwan Birsa Biological Park, Ranchi
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Distribution Range: The Sloth bear is a bear species native to the Indian subcontinent (India, 

Nepal, and Sri Lanka) and is named so because of its lumbering gait. It has a long cream to 

muddy yellow muzzle, V-shaped white-colored chest marking, off-white patches at the ends of the 

limbs, ivory-colored claws, and long, matted black hair covering its entire body. It is also called 

‘labiated bear’ because of its long lower lip and palate for sucking up insects. 

Communication: Sloth bears use a variety of vocalizations for communication. They subsist 

primarily on termites, ants, and fruits and are the only species of bear adapted specifically for 

myrmecophagy (ant and termite-eating). Their olfactory sense is well developed allowing them to 

detect grubs 3 ft. below the ground. They do not congregate in groups while feeding.	

Priority status: Sloth bears are primarily threatened due to habitat loss and poaching. Long time 

persecution for the pet trade (as dancing bears) is now banned and several of such individuals 

are rescued and rehabilitated in lifetime care facilities. The species has been accorded the highest 

protection under  Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.  

Presence in Zoos: 446 individuals are housed in 49 zoos and rescue centers across India.

Bhagwan Birsa Biological Park

Location: The zoo is located in Ranchi, Jharkhand.

Establishment: It was opened to the public in 1994.

Information: Bhagwan Birsa Biological Park was established in undivided Bihar to cover an 

area of 104 Ha. of notified Protected Forest in Chakla village, Ormanjhi block, Ranchi district. 

It is situated on the Ranchi-Ramgarh section of National Highway (NH) 33, on the outskirts of 

Ranchi. It was established with the objective of conservation of endangered and threatened flora 

and fauna and spreading awareness. The zoo has been named after ‘Birsa Munda’, a legendary 

tribal freedom fighter from the region. The park has mildly undulating topography with natural 

dry deciduous Sal (Shorea robusta)  forests & water bodies in and around. Presently, the zoo 

houses 40 species of birds, 28 species of mammals, and 16 species of reptiles.

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Vulnerable

SLOTH BEAR
Melursus ursinus
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Week 20 The Blackbuck (Antilope cervicapra) and the Tata Steel Zoological Park, Jamshedpur 

were the species and zoo in focus respectively for week 20. The blackbuck, also known as 

the Indian antelope, is native to India and Nepal. It inhabits grassy plains and lightly forested 

areas with perennial water sources. The species is highly represented in Indian Mythology and 

has a strong connection with our culture. It is also seen as a heraldry symbol of some princely 

states of India. The zoo’s vision is to provide Natural Habitats to various animals suitable for 

their conservation and propagation and act as a facilitator to spread the message of nature 

conservation through awareness and educational programs. The activities during the week 

included competitions such as poster making, slogan writing, quizzes for students of different age 

groups. Talks on species biology and a virtual tour of the Blackbuck enclosure were organized.

”

“

“Who does not understand the importance of forests? 
Respected intellectuals also acknowledge this. All happiness is 

linked to forests as is all the strife.”

-Anonymous
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Week 20
July 26th to August 1st 2021

BLACKBUCK
Antilope cervicapra

© https://animalia.bio/blackbuck

Tata Steel Zoological Park, Jamshedpur



87

Distribution Range: The Blackbuck is an antelope native to the Indian subcontinent. In India, as 

per studies, they are widely distributed and in large numbers in the states of Rajasthan, Punjab, 

Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, and Gujarat. They inhabit arid grasslands, scrublands, marshy 

coastal plains, open woodlands, and agricultural margins.

Diet: Blackbuck diurnal by habit and are primarily grazers but browse when a lack of grasses 

forces a greater dependency on leaf litter, flowers, and fruits. Predominantly solitary, they may 

also move in groups with fluctuating sizes depending on the availability of food resources and 

water, on which they are highly dependent. During the rut, males often adopt lekking as a 

strategy for mating wherein the males gather to engage in competitive displays and courtship 

rituals to entice females. The gestation period is usually six months with the birth of a single calf. 

Communication: They mark territories by scent using their preorbital gland and interdigital 

gland secretions, and by using communal latrine sites routinely. 

Priority status: Blackbuck population is threatened by habitat loss and the species has been 

accorded the highest protection under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

Presence in Zoos: 1935 individuals are housed in 67 zoos and rescue centers across India.

Tata Steel Zoological Park

Location: It is located in Jamshedpur, Jharkhand.

Establishment: The zoo was opened to the public in 1994.

Information: The Tata steel zoological park was established in the year 1990 over an area of 

25 hectares. It is nestled between two wetlands on either side; the Subarnarekha River to the 

north and the Jayanti Sarovar to the south. The Park is housed within the Jubilee Park site with 

landscaped gardens that are interspersed with small forest patches that host a large number of 

free-ranging faunal species. The zoo was established with the vision of conserving the indigenous 

flora and fauna in a pristine environment. Presently the zoo houses 19 species of mammals, 26 

species of birds, and 4 reptile species.

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Least Concern

BLACKBUCK
Antilope cervicapra
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Week 21 highlighted the Chinkara (Gazella bennettii), with soft, expressive eyes, a glossy, tan 

coat and a slender body, the graceful chinkara is a conservation icon of the desert. The Machia 

Biological Park, Jodhpur is the zoo is focus. The zoo was first established by Maharaja of Jodhpur 

H.H. Umaid Singh Ji in 1935. The current establishment is spread over 41 Ha of the Machia 

Forest Block, near Kaylana Lake. This zoo is uniquely placed to aid ex-situ conservation of fauna 

from the desert ecosystem. The activities for the week included photography competitions and 

talks on species biology, veterinary interventions, rescue, rehabilitation specifically oriented to the 

Chinkara and Blackbuck, and conservation challenges.

”
“

“Forests need to be protected as as a safe haven for 
wild animals, with the Tiger as the flagship species.”

-Anonymous
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Week 21
August 2nd to August 8th 2021

CHINKARA
Gazella bennettii

© https://naturerules1.fandom.com/wiki/Chinkara

Machia Biological Park, Jodhpur



91

Distribution Range: Chinkara is a medium-sized antelope with a tawny brown coat color. In 

India, it is distributed through the arid and semi-arid parts of western and central India with the 

highest densities recorded from the Thar Desert. The southern boundary of its distribution range 

is the Krishna River at the border of Karnataka-Telangana states and the north-eastern limit is in 

Bihar. 

Haitat: Its habitat ranges from arid desert and semi-arid to dry scrub and deciduous forests. 

Diet: Chinkaras are selective feeders preferring plants and plant parts that are rich in water and 

nutrients. They also ingest soil while foraging to meet their mineral requirements.

Communication: Communication within herds in the face of threats is done using a variety of 

displays that include stamping on the ground, pronging, tail movements, and calls.

Priority status: The population is more or less stabilized in its preferred arid and semi-arid 

habitats. Desert communities have a high tolerance for peaceful co-existence with the species. It 

is also accorded the highest protection under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.  

Presence in Zoos: 113 individuals are housed in 17 zoos across India.

Machia Biological Park

Location: The zoo is located in Jodhpur, Rajasthan.

Establishment: It was opened to the public in 2016.

Information: The Machia Biological Park is spread over 41 hectares and is located in the Machia 

forest block. It encompasses the Machia fort which was constructed by Maharaja Takhat Singhji 

of Jodhpur State in 1850. The zoo aims to aid and supplement efforts for flora and fauna of 

the Aravalli and desert ecosystems. Presently the zoo houses 13 species of birds, 15 species of 

mammals, and 3 species of reptiles. 

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Least Concern

CHINKARA
Gazella bennettii
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Week 22 The Indian Wolf (Canis lupus pallipes) and the Nahargarh Biological Park, Jaipur 

were highlighted during week 22. Elusive, phantomlike, these adjectives will fit in nicely with 

a description of the Indian Grey Wolf (or Indian wolf, Canis lupus pallipes). They live close to 

human-dominated landscapes and have adapted to the habitat in terms of use for travel through 

the landscape, the capture of prey, and even den sites. Adding survivors to the list of epithets 

will not be a fallacy. The zoo in focus was established in the year 1896 by the ruler of Jaipur 

state, Maharaja Sawai Ram Singh. The old zoo has since then been relocated to the Nahargarh 

Biological Park in 2016. The zoo adjoins the Nahargarh Wildlife Sanctuary that houses the 

historic fort and the Ram Sagar Lake. The entire landscape is an idyllic weekend getaway and 

nature’s retreat for the city dwellers. The activities during the week included talks on the captive 

breeding of the species in the zoo, management practices, and the biology of the species.  

Painting and quiz competitions centered around the species in focus and nature conservation 

were organized for students.

”“

“Environment provides bliss to people leading their life
perfectly. Rivers bliss us with sacred water and provide us

health, night, morning, vegetation. Sun bliss us with peaceful
life. Our cows provide us milk.”

- Rigveda, 1/90/6
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Week 22
August 9th to August 15th 2021

INDIAN GREY WOLF
Canis lupus pallipes

© Rushikesh Deshmukh

Nahargarh Biological Park, Jaipur



95

Distribution Range: The Indian wolf is a subspecies of the grey wolf inhabiting arid and semi-

arid areas in India. Their habitats are usually dominated by scrub, grasslands, pastoral agro-

ecosystems, and low-density forests. Their selection of habitat relies heavily on the availability of 

undisturbed patches that offer shade and protection.

Communication: Wolves communicate by howling and using gestures involving the ears, tail, 

and facial muscles. These indicate hierarchical disputes and play.

Priority status: The species is threatened by habitat fragmentation, disease transmission from 

domestic animals, and revenge persecution for their supposed  livestock depredation in forest 

fringe villages. It has been accorded the highest protection as per the Wildlife Protection Act, 

1972.

Presence in Zoos: 145 individuals are housed in 22 zoos across India.

Nahargarh Biological Park

Location: The zoo is located in Jaipur, Rajasthan.

Establishment: It was opened to the public in 2016

Information: The Jaipur zoo was initially established in the year 1896 by the ruler of Jaipur 

state, Maharaja Sawai Ram Singh. The old zoo animals have since then been relocated to a 

satellite facility in Nahargarh Biological Park in 2016 to provide a more spacious and naturalistic 

environment. The zoo also adjoins the Nahargarh Wildlife Sanctuary that houses the historic 

fort and the Ram Sagar lake. More than 200 species of birds and 10 species of free ranging 

mammals have been recorded from this area. Presently, the zoo houses 21 species of birds, 

22 species of mammals, and 5 species of reptiles.e. The entire landscape is an idyllic weekend 

getaway and nature’s retreat for the city dwellers. 

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: Least Concern

INDIAN GREY WOLF
Canis lupus pallipes
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Week 23 highlighted the Indian Crested Porcupine (Hystrix indica) and the Sajjangarh 

Biological Park, Udaipur. The Indian crested porcupine is best known and well recognized for its 

quills. The quill is multiple layers of modified dorsal hair that is thick and stiff, coated with keratin. 

Each quill is connected to a muscle at its base which allows the species to raise them when 

threatened. The Sajjangarh Biological Park is a major attraction in the City of Lakes, Udaipur. It 

is located in the foothills of the Monsoon Palace (Sajjangarh Palace) in an area of 36 hectares 

and is home to a wide variety of wildlife. The activities for the week included talks on the species 

biology, conservation status, trends in wildlife crime specifically in reference to porcupines. Apart 

from talks, competitions such as essay writing, slogan writing, painting, and quiz were also 

organized. Students were also taken on a guided tour of the zoo.

”
“

“There is something novel and wonderful in 
every aspect of nature”

- Anonymous
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Week 23
August 16th to August 22nd 2021

INDIAN CRESTED PORCUPINE
Hystrix indica

© Janet and Phil, some rights reserved (CC BY-NC-ND)

Sajjangarh Biological Park, Udaipur
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Distribution Range: The Indian crested porcupine is a rodent species widely distributed in the 

Indian subcontinent except in the North-East region. They occupy a broad range of habitats 

including rocky hillsides, tropical and temperate shrublands, grasslands, forests, plantations, and 

gardens.

Diet: Indian crested porcupines are mostly herbivorous, consuming different parts of the plant 

(root, bulbs, fruits, grains, drupe, tree bark and tubers) and may also forage on insects and small 

vertebrates. They are also known to chew on bones for mineral requirements.

Habitat: They have flexible environmental tolerance ranges as they are adapted to form 

substantial fat reserves. This adaptability enables them to survive in a broad range of habitats 

and seasonal fluctuations. Their breeding season varies to coincide with the seasons of maximum 

food availability. 

Priority status: Due to its adaptability to a wide range of habitats it is listed as Least concern as 

per the IUCN Red List. However, it is threatened due to habitat loss and hunting for bushmeat. It 

has been accorded protection under Schedule IV of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 

Presence in Zoos: 310 individuals are housed in 37 zoos across India.

Sajjangarh Biological Park

Location: The zoo is located in Udaipur, Rajasthan.

Establishment: It was opened to the public in the year 2015.

Information: Sajjangarh Biological Park, popularly known as the Udaipur zoo is a modern 

manifestation of the older version (Gulab Bagh).  The former zoo was established in 1878 by 

Maharana Sajjan Singh for the preservation and display of wild animals. The zoo animals were 

subsequently moved to the new location at Sajjangarh Biological Park in 2015 to provide the 

animals with a more natural environment. The vision of the zoo is to emphasize on conservation 

of endangered and native species of the Aravalli ecosystem. Presently the zoo houses 15 species 

of birds, 17 species of mammals, and 2 species of reptiles.  

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule IV

IUCN Red list status: Least Concern

INDIAN CRESTED PORCUPINE
Hystrix indica
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Week 24 highlighted the Striped Hyena (Hyaena hyaena) and the Kota zoo, Kota. The attempt 

this week was to create awareness about the species in focus which, due to its personality and 

associated myths, loses out to the more glamorous carnivore species. Though the myths are 

being busted, the change is slow. The Kota zoo is a small zoo established in 1905 and spread 

over just 2.2. Ha and cares for some valuable species like the lion, tiger, crocodiles, and tortoises. 

The activities for the week included talks on species biology, behavior, ecology, human-wildlife 

conflict, and veterinary interventions. Apart from this, a drawing, photography competition for 

students, guided zoo tour, and cycle rally was organized.

”
“

“There is something special about the wind in 
the skies above, if not we would not see birds 

flying so high.”

-Anonymous
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Week 24
August 23rd to August 29th 2021

STRIPED HYAENA
Hyaena hyaena

© https://animalia.bio/striped-hyena

Kota Zoo, Rajasthan
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Distribution Range: The striped hyaena is distributed across the arid and semi-arid tracts of 

India. It inhabits open scrub and dry thorn forest areas and has also been recorded close to 

human settlements. 

Habitat: Their preference of habitat is directly linked with the availability of denning sites such as 

caves and burrows.

Diet: Scavengers by diet, hyaenas feed on carrion in different stages of decomposition. They 

frequently scavenge from kills made by felid species such as tigers, leopards and caracals and 

from the carcass of wild animals/cattle that die from natural causes.

Communication: Vocalization is not prominent and is limited to a loud chattering (long laughing 

call that ends in a cackle) and howling.

Priority status: It is threatened by habitat loss, a decline in natural sources of carrion, 

persecution and illegal trade. It has been accorded priority under the Wildlife Protection Act, 

1972 and CITES.

Presence in Zoos: 136 individuals are housed in 34 zoos across India.

Kota Zoo

Location: It is located in Kota, Rajasthan.

Establishment: It was established in the year 1905.

Information: Kota Zoo was established in the year 1905 by the then Maharaja of Kota. The 

forest area of the Hadoti region where the zoo is located is rich in free-ranging flora and fauna 

such as Leopard, Sloth bear, Hyena, Chinkara, Blue bull, Sambar, Blackbuck, Jackal, Indian Wolf, 

Otter and a variety of reptiles and birds. The initial enclosures were built amidst the garden and 

fountain areas for entertainment purposes but now a relocation of the current exhibits to Abheda 

Biological Park is planned for providing a more naturalistic environment to the animals. Presently, 

the zoo houses 9 species of birds, 9 species of mammals and 3 species of reptiles.

SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule III

IUCN Red list status: Vulnerable

STRIPED HYAENA
Hyaena hyaena
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Week 25 highlighted the three python species (Indian Rock Python-Python molurus, Reticulated 

Python Malayopython reticulatus, and Burmese Python- Python bivitatus) found in India and the 

Rajkot Zoological Park, Rajkot. It was important to address the pythons in the awareness cycle 

due to myths associated with the species. Though the law gives it the highest level of protection, 

stigma and fear continue to threaten their survival. The Rajkot Zoological Park addressed the 

issue with aplomb. The zoo in focus is spread across a sprawling 137 acres and is also known 

as the Pradhyuman Zoological Park or the Rajkot Prani Sangrahalaya. Located near Lalpari Lake 

on the outskirts of the city, the zoo is maintained by Rajkot Municipal Corporation. The zoo is 

home to various rare animals, birds, and trees in a natural environment. Activities during the 

week included talks on species biology, rescue, rehabilitation, and conservation challenges. 

Competitions such as drawing and photography were organized for students. Guided zoo tours 

were organized for students from Marwadi University.

“

”
“A breeze of the forests I breath everyday, 
My bones are built from the mountains, 

Little rivulets run in my veins, 
Nest of a bird is held at my core, 

Arrows in my fingers, 
My soul floats in grasses, 

A breeze of the forests I breath everyday… 
 

-Jayant Pathak, Poet and Literary critic
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Week 25
August 30th to September 5th 2021

INDIAN ROCK PYTHON

RETICULATED PYTHON

BURMESE PYTHON

Python molurus

Malyapython reticulatus

Python bivittatus

© http://www.indiansnakes.org/

Rajkot Municipal Zoo, Gujarat
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SPECIES & ZOO IN FOCUS

Wild Life (Protection) Act,1972: Schedule I

IUCN Red list status: 

PYTHONS 
Python sp.

Distribution Range: The family Pythonidae contains some of the largest snakes in the world. 

The colouration and size of the different species of python depend on their local habitats and 

need for camouflage. The colouring can range from elaborately patterned scales to solid colours. 

Most species in this genus have labial pits that help in sensing heat and finding warm-blooded 

animals, the ones that do not have labial pits forage on cold-blooded prey.

Habitat: Within Asia, pythons stay in relatively warm and wet climates. They mainly inhabit rain 

forests, grasslands, woodlands, swamps, rocky outcrops, dunes, and shrubs. Depending on 

the species, pythons shelter in hollows, under rocks, in abandoned mammal burrows and tree 

branches.

Priority status: Habitat loss, hunting and destruction of eggs by feral dogs, wild pigs, jackals, 

pose a threat to the survival of pythons. All species of pythons have been accorded the highest 

protection under the Wildlife Protection Act (1972).

Presence in Zoos: 500 individuals of 6 species are housed across 60 zoos in India.

Rajkot Zoological Park

Location: The zoo is located in Rajkot, Gujarat.

Establishment: 14th August 2010.

Operator: Rajkot Municipal Corporation

Information: The area adjoining the water reservoir on river Aji in the outskirts of Rajkot city was 

developed as a public park by the Municipal Corporation of Rajkot. In 1987, a deer enclosure 

was constructed in the area to provide further impetus to the tourist footfall in the area. A new 

and modern zoological park (Rajkot zoological park) in a larger area known as Pradyuman Park 

was conceptualized to be established about four kilometres away from the old Mini zoo in 2009. 

Today, the Pradyuman Park covers about 55.37-hectare area and has undulating terrain replete 

with ridges, valleys and rocky outcrops. The zoo as we know it today was inaugurated in 2010 

and presently houses 24 species of birds, 23 species of mammals and 7 species of reptiles.

Indian Rock Python Reticulated Python Burmese Python
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